
BOARD MEETING MINUTES  
 

June 4, 2007 
 

Executive Session  
The board met in executive session at 7:00 pm. 
 
Call to Order 
The regular board meeting of the Shoreline Board of Directors was called to order at 7:50 p.m. in 
the Board Room of the Administrative Offices at the Shoreline Center by President Mike Jacobs 
on June 4, 2007 followed by the flag salute. 
 
Roll Call 
Present: Mike Jacobs, President; Jim Leigh, Vice-President; Debi Ehrlichman, Member;  
Dan Mann, Member; David Wilson, Member; and Julia Duranti, Student Representative. 
 
Minutes 
The minutes of the May 14 Committee of the Whole meeting and May 21 regular board meeting 
were approved as submitted.  
 
Adoption of Consent Agenda 
The following consent agenda was presented for approval: 
a. Adoption of Resolution No. 2007-13, Delegation of Authority to WIAA for 2007-2008 
b. Adoption of Resolution No. 2007-14, Renewal of Non-Supervisory Certificated Personnel  
 Contracts 
c. Approval of Professional Technical Group Salary Schedule for 2007-2008 
d. Acceptance of Grants/Donations 
 1) Shorecrest - $9,748.80 from Shoreline Foundation 
e. Approval of 2007-2008 Interlocal Cooperative Agreement w/Northwest Educational Service 
 District 189 for Northwest Regional Data Center (NWRDC) and Washington School 
 Information Processing Cooperative (WSIPC) 
f. Award of Contract - Pizza Bid 
g. Award of Contract - Dairy Bid 
h. Approval of Extended Field Trips 
i. Personnel - Classified 
j. Approval of Payroll and Vouchers 
 

 Vouchers audited and certified by the auditing officer as required by RCW 42.24.080, and 
those expense reimbursement claims certified as required by RCW 42.24.090, have been 
recorded on a listing that has been made available to the board. 

 
 As of June 4, 2007, the board, by a unanimous vote, approved for payment those 

vouchers described as follows:  (Reconciliation of Warrants between May 1, 2007 and 
May 31, 2007) General Fund Warrants #11505-12133 in the amount of $1,092,240.31; 
Payroll Warrants #430156-430452, electronic transfers, self-insurance and adjustments in 
the amount of $6,159,718.27; Capital Projects Fund Warrant #155 in the amount of 
$101,327.67; Student Body Fund Warrants #3223-3415 in the amount of $145,110.50; 
and Expendable Trust Fund Warrant #33 in the amount of $267.00. 
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Items 6f and 6g, Award of Contracts - Pizza and Dairy Products - Mr. Wilson requested that on all 
future awards of contracts, an additional column be included on the bid tabulations indicating 
current prices.  This will assist in making a comparison between current pricing and new pricing.  
Superintendent Walker reported that the requested information was available at this meeting for 
these two bids.  Marcia Harris, Deputy Superintendent stated that Emerald City Pizza (Pizza Hut) 
was awarded the pizza contract and Dairy Fresh Farms was awarded the dairy contract.  Dairy 
Fresh Farms has been providing dairy products to other school districts up and down the I-5 
corridor from Seattle to Portland, but this will be the first time for Shoreline.  Mr. Mann requested 
that hormone-free milk be placed on the bid for next year in order to provide yet another choice for 
our students.  Ms. Harris indicated that it wouldn’t necessarily need to be part of the bid; it could 
just be ordered. 

 
It was the recommendation of the superintendent that the board approve the attached consent 
agenda as presented. 
 
MOTION NO. 43: Ms. Ehrlichman moved that the board approve the consent agenda, which is 

attached hereto and becomes a part hereof.  The motion was seconded by 
Mr. Wilson and carried unanimously. 

 
Superintendent Walker called attention to the revised list of certificated personnel on item 6b, 
Renewal of Non-Supervisory Certificated Personnel Contracts.  The original list had a misaligned 
FTE column that did not correctly correspond to the individual teachers. 
 

Board requested discussion 
Mr. Mann expressed a desire to have the board, in the near future, look at finding a way to 
participate and fund the student foreign exchange program.  A delegation from Boryeong, Korea 
(Shoreline’s Sister City) visited Shorewood High School and the City of Shoreline the week of 
Memorial Day.  It would be very beneficial to have our students visit other countries and 
experience diverse cultures.  The citizens of Boryeong are most anxious to host Shoreline 
students and staff.  Mr. Mann would be willing to assist in further developing the exchange 
program.  
 
Presentations and Recommendations  
School-wide Preparation for English Language Learners (SPELL) 
Sue Porter, Manager of Title I/LAP/ELL, explained that last spring, the district applied and was 
subsequently accepted to participate in the SPELL (School-wide Preparation for English 
Language Learners) program through the University of Washington.  SPELL is Title III federal 
grant funded, and is a year-long professional development program where teams of teachers and 
paraeducators work to improve the instruction for English Language Learners.  SPELL required a 
firm commitment from an elementary school.  Parkwood and Principal Laura Ploudre made that 
commitment.  Ms. Porter then introduced Laura Ploudre´, Parkwood Principal, Dianne Hertzeberg, 
Parkwood Teacher, and Alex Haas, University of Washington Facilitator for the ELL Program. 
 
Ms. Haas observed the teachers and students in the classrooms, gave feedback on analyzing the 
students’ work, and assisted them in incorporating new practices into their instructional program.  
Areas reviewed were math problem solving, and vocabulary and explicit instruction that could be 
used in helping students see what steps they need to take in solving problems.  Other areas 
addressed were literacy and writing instruction. 
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Ms. Ploudre’ stated that the team was large and diverse and was comprised of the following: 
Amy Roraback – 1st Grade Teacher 
Bethany Ibach – 1st Grade Teacher 
Dianne Hertzeberg – 2nd Grade Teacher 
Tricia Parks – 2nd Grade Teacher 
Sue Church – 3rd Grade Teacher 
Chris Lirhus – 4th Grade Teacher 
Rich Gurr – 5th Grade Teacher 
Margaret Spencer – Title 1 Teacher 
Mary Servais - Teacher 
Karen Miner – Paraeducator  
 
Ms. Ploudre´ showed an iMovie that provided an overview of the group’s work with the SPELL 
initiative.  
 
 •  Multi-step management with Math, Vocabulary, and Reading/Writing for the 4-6 graders. 
 •  Newcomer support is provided. 

• Students at Parkwood of all different languages spoke their native language saying, 
“Welcome to Parkwood”.   

 •  The program gives student support by “cooperative learning”. 
•  Parkwood Elementary’s annual cultural family night includes lots of different types of food 

and dance performances. 
 

Ms. Ehrlichman inquired as to the number of ELL students at Parkwood.  Ms. Ploudre´ reported 
that there are approximately 60 students in ELL.  Additionally, there are 25 different languages 
spoken in Parkwood homes, with no significant majority language.  Ms. Ehrlichman also inquired 
about the strategies shown in the movie of working one-on-one in a classroom full of students.  
Ms. Ploudre´ mentioned the reading block as a good example of creating a team of classroom 
teachers, as well as ELL, Title I and Resource Room staff for a period of uninterrupted 
instructional time in which, if needed, one or more adults can be pulled out to address a particular 
student that may have more intensive needs than another.   
 
Mr. Mann asked about the typical length of time before an ELL student, who enters school with no 
English, is mainstreamed.  Ms. Ploudre´ explained that students actually start out in a mainstream 
classroom with remedial pull-out time as needed.  Students are picking up the most language by 
being totally immersed in it, e.g. on the playground at recess, in the hallways, in the lunchroom, in 
the classroom, and simple interaction with their peers, wherever that might be.  The student in the 
movie (Ling) had come to the school in September with no English, but as could be seen, she was 
extremely functional at the time of the filming (about a month ago).  “The process can be very 
fast.” 
 
Ms. Ehrlichman also inquired about the newcomer support and whether it extends beyond the 
student to other family members.  Ms. Ploudre’ stated that Parkwood has an International 
Committee, comprised of 12 parents who speak a total of fifteen (15) different languages to reach 
and interact with families through phone trees, newsletters, etc. 
 
Mr. Jacobs inquired about the University of Washington culminating conference.  Ms. Haas stated 
that it went really well and that there was a strong passion for meeting the students’ needs.  
Overall, this was a very successful one-year program at Parkwood Elementary.   
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Ms. Ehrlichman wanted to know if there are plans to share with other schools what they have 
learned through this program.  Ms. Ploudre’ acknowledged that all of the ELL teachers are in 
communication with one another and share information.  Parkwood staff are very open to having 
visitors from other sites come and observe what has been implemented at Parkwood as a result of 
the SPELL program. 
 
Elementary Instructional Technology Integration 
Mary Koontz, Echo Lake Principal, introduced Paul Shanahan, 6th grade teacher, and Shari 
Wennik, 5th grade teacher.  
They presented how Echo Lake Elementary began a one-to-one laptop pilot program in 2005 that 
has revolutionized the way teachers deliver instruction and the way students learn.  Ms. Koontz 
gave two recent examples of using laptops in order to research various topics.  One was a student 
researching how to correctly hold a bagpipe, and the other was her husband trying to find out what 
bus to take to a Mariner game.  Within minutes, both were able to find answers to their questions.  
“Click, click . .  this is the way our world works, its fast, information is everywhere and adults and 
students are learning how to get that information fast.  A very small example of change and the 
way it happens.” 
 
Ms. Koontz indicated that the following were important components in the program: 
1) Peer Coaching Training 
2) Grants received 
3) Technical Specialists 
4) Curriculum mapping 
5) Staff development 
 
Ms. Wennik and Mr. Shanahan indicated that they cannot imagine teaching now without the 
laptops.  The teacher tool of SWIFT, which is a web interface program for teachers that allows for 
quick linking to the students laptops.  It also allows parents to have quick access for newsletters, 
student-created projects, and e-mail.  The community loves having this type of access with their 
child’s homework assignments and quick communication with the teacher by e-mail.  
 
Another great tool is the iCal calendar program.  It gives students and parents access to their 
homework assignments, school events, room schedule and students can also create their own 
calendars.  It teaches students self-management. 
 
The third tool is called Notetaker.  The students can organize their work through their notebook by 
recording their speeches, journaling, and looking at math review sheets before a test.  The weekly 
spelling list is also placed on Notetaker.   
 
The Internet is also used as a resource.  However, the district now subscribes to Net Tracker, 
whereby information can be tracked, by grade level appropriateness, immediately rather than 
spending hours researching. 
 
Math iPhoto allows students to learn from each other by using a digital camera to take still pictures 
of paper and blocks to show problem solving with long division.  The group is then asked to 
present their solution to the class.  Through this method, teachers are able to discern if the 
student truly understands the process. 
 
Mr. Wilson expressed concern with how new students coming into the school are going to be 
integrated with the laptops.  The response was that within one (1) week they have found that the 
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new student is already up to speed.  He also expressed concerned about abuse during school 
time with computer games etc. on the laptops.  The group responded that there have been no 
problems in the classrooms. 
 
Mr. Mann asked how supportive the staff is as a whole with the integrated technology in the 
classrooms.  They responded that the elementary staff was not as comfortable at first, but with 
training and support from the Technician Specialists, they have felt a lot more comfortable when 
using the technology as a teaching tool.  They have coaches at each grade level to help them 
whenever help is needed.  Parents are very supportive of the laptops for their students. 
 
Ms. Ehrlichman stated that the mentoring from the Technical Specialists is such a crucial piece for 
success and it takes time.  Concerned with students being tested with their handwriting skills and 
being at a disadvantage by using their laptops all of the time.  Ms. Ploudre’ stated that the laptops 
are not used all day long.  They keep a balance between writing and the technology tools. 
 
Mr. Leigh asked if there has been tracking of students from Echo Lake and Parkwood elementary 
with other schools who do not use laptops.  Jim Golubich, Director of Technology, stated that 
there has not been a survey conducted, but has heard positive comments with the fluency in 
technology of the students who have the laptops and use the technology tools. 
 
Mr. Jacobs inquired as to how many thefts and laptop damage has happened at the school.  It 
was stated that only a few over the past few years.  The students seem to be very responsible for 
their laptops. 
 
First Reading:  District Instructional Materials Committee Recommendations 
Linda Gohlke, Executive Director of Elementary Schools, P-12 Curriculum, reviewed the 
instructional materials approved by the Committee at their May 8th meeting.  They are as follows: 
 
Language Arts Materials – Plays:  Rumpus in the Jungle and Readin’, Ritin’ and Rockin’ 
Language Arts – Romeo and Juliet (Video) and Othello (DVD) Film contains violence 
Language Arts and Social Studies – Tsotsi (Novel), Totsi (DVD) and Hotel Rwanda (DVD) Film 
contains violence 
Math Textbooks – Agile Mind (this is an online curriculum that will be free to the district to use next 
year through the State of Washington Transition Math Project). 
 
Standard permission slips will be given to students for parents to sign approving their child to view 
the movies that contain some violence. 
 
2007-2008 District Calendar 
Marcia Harris, Deputy Superintendent reviewed the proposed 2007-2008 calendar and noted that 
the revised calendar they received at the meeting has the 4th of July holiday added for the 260 day 
employees.  The calendar schedule is as follows: 
 
• September 5th is the first day of school; 
• Winter break is nine school days which is one day shorter than this last year;  
• Mid-winter break is Friday, February 15th through Tuesday, February 19th (with Presidents’ 

Day observed on Monday, February 18th) which makes it two days shorter than this past year; 
• Spring break has been moved to the first week in April (March 31 thru April 4) to allow for 

WASL preparation; 
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• First snow make-up day is on May 23rd and the next three snow make-up days are June 18th 
through the 20th.   

 
Mr. Jacobs expressed appreciation for the calendar being completed at this time.  
 
MOTION NO. 44: Ms. Ehrlichman moved that the board approve the 2007-2008 District 

Calendar, which is attached hereto and becomes a part hereof.  The motion 
was seconded by Mr. Leigh and carried unanimously. 

 
Comments from the Community 
The following staff members spoke regarding their concerns about the 3.7% COLA possibly not 
being given to the SEA and SESPA employees: 
 
Molly Wergeland 
Rose Ann McLaughlin 
Nancy Dalan 
Kerry Quinn 
Alison Underdahl 
Liz Travis 
 
Dee Pinkerton – community member addressed his concerns about higher standards for the math 
and science program.  Physical fitness needs to be implemented back into the schools to help cut 
down on obesity. 
 
Rick Heideger – parent at Sunset Elementary, expressed his concern as to why the board 
members have not visited Sunset and North City to show support.  He is also concerned with 
Einstein students’ lack of laptop use. 
 
Communications 
None 
 
Report from the school board 
Mr. Wilson attended the Spring-time Band Concert last Thursday at Einstein Middle School.  He 
and Ms. Ehrlichman attended the Transportation Safety Awards luncheon on Saturday.  A 
transportation employee announced his retirement at the luncheon after 31 years of service to the 
district. 
 
Mr. Mann acknowledged that at the May Shoreline Chamber of Commerce Luncheon, Dollars for 
Scholars gave $15,000 to a dozen well deserving and dedicated students.  Academically, the 
students are way above average.  He is very impressed with their dedication to public service.  
The District must be doing something right. 
 
Ms. Ehrlichman is working hard to keep the seniors going to school. 
 
Ms. Duranti stated that the seniors’ last day of school is June 15 and graduation is next week. 
 
Mr. Leigh and Ms. Ehrlichman attended the Shorecrest High School Academic Awards. 
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Adjournment:  10:03 pm 
 
 ___________________________________ 
 Mike Jacobs, President 
 
Attest:  June 18, 2007 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Sue Walker, Secretary 
Shoreline Board of Directors 
 
 
All documents referenced in the minutes may be viewed in the Superintendent’s Office 
during normal business hours. 
 


