
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
December 9, 2013 

Call to Order 

The Study Session of the Shoreline Board of Directors was called to order at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Darlene Sherrick Room (D105) of the Administrative Offices at the Shoreline Center by President 
Debi Ehrlichman on December 9, 2013. 
 
Roll Call 

Present:  Debi Ehrlichman, President; Mike Jacobs, Vice President; Dick Nicholson, Member; Dick 
Potter, Member; and David Wilson, Member. 
 
The following topic was discussed: 

LIGHT RAIL STATION AREA PLANNING 
Presenters: 

 Rachael Markle, Director, City of Shoreline Planning & Community Development 
 Miranda Riedinger, Senior Planner, City of Shoreline Planning & Community Development 

Ms. Riedinger reported that on November 21, 2013, the Sound Transit Board made their decision 
regarding a preferred alternative that includes the following components: 
• Station locations at NE 185th and NE 145th Streets. 
• Rail line and station are elevated at NE 145th Street and at NE 185th Street, the rail line will go 

under the bridge and the station will be at approximately the same level as Interstate 5.  The 
majority of the rail line is at-grade through Shoreline. 

• Pedestrian improvements on the NE 185th Street bridge over Interstate 5 to better connect the 
parking garage and station. 

• Both stations include parking garages with 500 stalls. 
• Parking garage at NE 145th Street is located adjacent to the proposed station. 
• Parking garage at NE 185th Street is located on the west side on Interstate 5, adjacent to the 

existing bridge. 
 
As part of the public input process, five visioning events were held during the summer of 2013 in 
regards to the 145th and 185th Streets stations: 
• Korean Community – July 11 
• 145th St. Station – August 1 
• Folks of Modest Means – August 7 
• 185th St. Station Citizen Committee – August 22 
• City Visioning – September 19 
 
Additionally, several “Design Dialogue” workshops were held with various stakeholder groups such 
as District staff, Chamber of Commerce leaders and local business owners, local and regional 
environmental groups (Solar Shoreline, Digginʼ Shoreline, Futurewise, etc.), transportation 
advocates (FeetFirst, Cascade Bicycle Club, members of Transportation Master Plan pedestrian 
and bicycle committee, etc.), affordable housing advocates (King County Housing Development 
Consortium, Hopelink, Compass, etc.), neighborhood association leaders from Echo Lake, Meridian 
Park, and North City, to name a few.  The workshop focus for the 185th Street station subarea 
included: 
• Phasing:  What type of redevelopment, where and when?  (10-20-50 year timeframes) 
• Catalyst sites/projects 
• Mapping of ideas and alternatives for next steps in process 
 
Some of the group workshops were well attended and some were not.  Overall, City staff estimated 
that approximately 150 people attended either a small group or community workshop. 
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This presentation featured slides from the Design Dialogue workshops, including examples of 
innovative design from other cities and SketchUp mass modeling done for other station areas.  Over 
the next few months, the consultant team will build computer models of various scenarios to present 
at a follow-up workshop series, tentatively scheduled for February 19 and 20, 2014 at Shoreline City 
Hall.  These models include the Districtʼs property, specifically the Shoreline Center and the former 
North City Elementary School.  (The Board was provided a handout containing questions and 
responses on these two sites obtained through a public involvement tool, using both paper and 
electronic versions.)  The intent is to identify preferred alternatives that will be analyzed during the 
Cityʼs Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and eventually codified through zoning and 
development regulations.  The community meeting on February 20 will likely also serve as an 
official opportunity to comment on scoping for the DEIS. 
 
Ms. Riedinger reviewed the next steps for the 185th Street Station subarea plan: 
• Staff will continue to work with the 185th Station Citizen Committee (185SCC).  The 185SCC 

meetings will take place at City Hall from 7:30-8:30 p.m. on the first Monday of the month.   
• Review of technical reports:  Sub-consultants have submitted drafts of an Existing Conditions 

Transportation Analysis and a Market Assessment Report, respectively.  Staff will review these 
documents and work with OTAK to prepare final drafts for public release. 

• City Council meetings:  An update on light rail station subarea planning is scheduled on the 
January 6 Council agenda. 

• Design Dialogue Workshops, Part II:  Tentatively scheduled for February 19 and 20. 
• Adoption of subarea plan in October 2014. 
 
No action is required on the part of the School Board at this time.  However, City staff would 
appreciate direction with regard to the following questions: 
• How and when would the Board like to provide comment to the City on the preferred 

alternatives, which will likely include new Comprehensive Plan and Zoning designations for the 
Shoreline Center and North City Elementary--in advance of the DEIS or as a comment letter on 
the DEIS? 

• Does the Board want the City to work with District staff as the City develops alternatives for the 
DEIS? 

• Does the Board want the City to work with District staff if either of the District sites are selected 
for design conceptualization and SketchUp modeling that will be the subject of Design Dialogue 
Workshops, Part II in February 2014?  Does the Board want to provide City staff with comments 
on the design conceptualization directly? 

 
Deputy Superintendent Marla Miller was asked by Superintendent Walker to share her perspective 
as derived from previous experiences in dealing with property for the Edmonds School District.  Ms. 
Miller cautioned that the Board as individuals may have differing views, but when being asked 
questions such as those above, it would be appropriate to provide formal comments/responses as a 
body.  The District is in the business of educating students, not property management.  In order to 
appropriately steward the Districtʼs interests, it may be necessary to hire an outside consultant with 
expertise in the area of long range planning for properties.  Typically, the consultant would work 
initially with the Board in Executive Sessions to consider scope and property values, prior to moving 
to more public meetings.   
 
Ms. Riedinger added that Sound Transit had earlier offered to assist the District with funding for a 
consultant and the Board expressed interest in pursuing.  
 
Next steps for the District include getting advice as to how other districts have delegated the 
gathering of research, brainstorming, and moving forward with a comprehensive plan.   
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Ms. Riedinger reminded the Board that more information can be found on their website at: 
www.shorelinewa.gov/lightrail 
 
Executive Session 
Ms. Walker announced that information came in earlier in the day that eliminated the need for an 
Executive Session. 
 
Adjournment:  6:25 p.m. 
 
 
 
   
 Deborah Ehrlichman, President 
 
 
Attest:  January 13, 2014 
 
 
 
   
Sue Walker, Secretary to Board of Directors 


