
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
March 8, 2010 

Call to Order 
The Committee of the Whole Meeting of the Shoreline Board of Directors was called to order at 4:30 
p.m. in the Darlene Sherrick Room (D105) of the Administrative Offices at the Shoreline Center by 
President David Wilson on March 8, 2010. 
 
Roll Call 
Present:  David Wilson, President; Maren Norton, Vice-President; Debi Ehrlichman, Member; Mike 
Jacobs, Member; and Dick Potter, Member. 
 
The following items were discussed: 

1) Race and Ethnicity Data Collection Requirements 
 Jack Monpas-Huber, Ph.D., Director of Assessment and Student Information, and Jiovanna 

Koceski, Student Information Coordinator, presented. 
 Traditionally, data has been collected from students regarding their race using only the 

following categories:  Asian, Black or African American, Hispanic or Latino, American Indian or 
Alaska Native, Multiracial, Hawaiian or Pacific Islander, and White.  Recently, the federal 
government and OSPI changed the reporting categories for student ethnicity and race data.  
As a result of the new reporting categories, families are now asked to identify their students as 
either Hispanic/Latino (check appropriate category) or not Hispanic/Latino AND by one or 
more racial groups.  Washington has 57 racial categories from which to choose and is one of 
the lengthiest forms in the country.  Hispanic/Latino will be removed from the race categories 
and classified as an ethnicity.  The other race categories have been expanded to provide 
more selection options.  Multiracial, Other, or Unknown will no longer be used and providing 
the information is no longer an option.  

 
 Parents will now need to answer a two-part question instead of the single race question.   
 Part 1 asks whether the student is Hispanic or Latino.  Part 2 asks parents to choose a race or 

races to classify their child.  Both questions must be completed by all families.  If parents 
choose to abstain from providing information, the school is required to choose a race 
classification for them. 

 
 The change is occurring for the following reasons: 
 • To better identify populations and communities across the country; 
 • To align with the census collection requirements; 
 • To align with other agencies who already collect this data; 
 • To evaluate instructional needs and provide best education to all students. 
 
 In order to disseminate this information, OSPI provided school districts with a sample letter 

which Shoreline modified to distribute to families.  OSPI also provided the new race form 
template which has been modified to clarify what is being requested for completion.  These 
have been distributed to schools for parent mailings and distribution.  It is hoped that the 
majority of the forms will be returned by April, at which time, the data will be entered into the 
student information system. 

 
 School districts are required to begin reporting the new race and ethnicity data for each 

student by September 2010.  Shoreline began the process early to lessen the impact on 
individual schools for data entry and to allow parents enough time to provide information and 
ask questions.  With the majority of forms collected by June, schools should complete the data 
inputting by August. 
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 The individual school’s role in this process includes: 
 • Schools will collect forms, input data into student information system and file forms in 

students’ cumulative folders. 
 • Schools cannot question the validity of the information provided by parents. 
 • If any information is missing on the forms, the schools will need to follow up with parents to 

retrieve missing information. 
 • If parents choose to abstain from providing this information, schools must choose a 

category for them based on visual observation, prior race selections, and/or any 
information that may be contained in the student’s records. 

  
 Frequently asked questions by parents include: 
 • Why were these specific racial groups selected? 
  Because they reflect the major population groups in Washington State.  The American 

Indian groups include all recognized Washington State tribal groups. 
 
 • What if I choose to not provide this information? 
  The school will be required to choose something for you.  It is always preferred for the 

parent to provide the information as that is the most accurate for the child. 
 
 • Will the school district release my student’s ethnicity and race to anyone else? 
  Other than the school district, OSPI will be collecting this data along with other 

demographic information already reported on all students.  However, individual student 
records and privacy are protected by the Federal Education Records and Privacy Act 
(FERPA).  The new ethnicity and race standards have no effect on FERPA’s protection of 
student records.  Specific ethnicity and race information will not be shared with other 
agencies. 

 
 • If I consider myself Hispanic, why do I need to complete section 2? 
  Hispanic people can be of different races.  The federal government would like to give 

Hispanic or Latino individuals a better way to describe themselves by giving them the 
opportunity to select other race options. 

 
2) Elementary Writing Curriculum 
 Sue Porter, Director of Teaching and Learning and Becky Edy, Highland Terrace Teacher, 

presented. 
 The District’s Writing Committee began its work during the 2004-2005 school year.  Over the 

last several years, the Committee has been researching various writing curriculums, 
establishing a research and philosophy statement, creating and implementing Scope and 
Sequence writing lessons, and working with the Puget Sound Writing Project.   

 

This year, the “Being a Writer” curriculum is being piloted at Highland Terrace and Parkwood 
Elementary Schools by 15 teachers.  It aligns nicely with the District’s writing philosophy 
statement and Scope and Sequence.  It is built on recent work by researchers and leaders in 
the field of writing and includes the following research-based practices: 
• Teacher and peer conferences 
• Classroom discussion 
• Collaborative writing tasks 
• Writing for real audiences and purposes 
• Student self-assessment 
• Regular periods for writing 
• Choice of writing topics 
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The feedback from teachers and students has been overwhelmingly positive.  The daily 
lesson format consists of 45-60 minutes per day, four days a week.  Pilot participants 
complete a survey after each unit.  In February, the writing liaisons attended an overview from 
a “Being a Writer” trainer and along with pilot participants, completed a curriculum review tool. 
 
The next steps for the pilot are: 
• Sample kits rotating through all buildings with feedback forms (March); 
• Community preview times to be scheduled (April); 
• Possible adoption with August training and materials available for the 2010-2011 school 

year; 
• If adopted, district-wide implementation would occur for the 2011-2012 school year. 
 

3) High School Projects - Neighborhood Input Meeting 
 Marcia Harris, Deputy Superintendent; Brian Schultz, Executive Director of Schools; and 

Calvin Gasaway, Shorecrest Project Manager, presented. 
 Ms. Harris reviewed the six project phases--pre-design, design, bid and award, construction, 

occupancy, and closeout.  The design phase is comprised of schematic design, design 
development, and construction documents and includes the following steps: 

 
 Schematic Design 
 • Relationship of rooms to each other (District is at this stage with both high schools) 
 • Massing, structure and openings 
 • Identify possible building systems 
 
 Design Development 
 • Internal workings of rooms 
 • Materials, finishes, fixtures and equipment 
 • Confirm building systems 
 
 Construction Documents 
 • Details of rooms 
 • Specialties and treatments 
 
 It is anticipated that the schematic design portion will be completed at the end of this school 

year and the remainder of the design phase will be done early in the second half of 2011.  
Brian Schultz will be the primary person working with the project managers, architects, and the 
two principals.   

 
 One of the City of Shoreline requirements for these two projects is that there be a 

neighborhood meeting for the neighbors that live within 500 feet of each site.  Two meetings 
have been scheduled for March 24 in the Board Room of the Shoreline Center; one for the 
Shorecrest neighborhood at 6:00 p.m. and one for the Shorewood neighborhood at 7:30 p.m.  
Invitations will be mailed out this week to those neighbors mentioned above as well as to the 
neighborhood associations.  The agendas for each meeting were reviewed with the Board. 

 
Adjournment:  5:38 p.m. 
   
Attest:  April 5, 2010 David Wilson, President 
 

   
Sue Walker, Secretary 
Shoreline Board of Directors 


